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with the utmost attention, and repeatedly expressed to me his entire approbation at everything that you had done, and with every sentiment that you have conveyed in your letter, and as it was thought advisable that a true statement of things in Sweden and of your proceedings should be made known in a higher quarter, your letter was read in that quarter this morning, and gave the same favourable impression that had been given to the Duke.
You who know so well my caution in affairs of this kind, and how little likely I am to err in overmuch writing, will, I am sure, feel highly gratified in this unequivocal expression of your judgment from quarters where you must most wish to stand well.
In my last letter I believe I said that your instructions appeared to me to leave you just where you were before, and I am still of that opinion, but it is said that you are placed at the disposal of the King of Sweden except as relates to Zeeland, and therefore that you can be at no loss to determine upon your actions, guided as they must be by instructions from the King. You have done your duty in stating your sentiments to Lord Castlereagh according to the best of your information and judgment, and you have now but to act upon such instructions as he may transmit to you.
In speaking my mind openly to you, I have no hesitation in saying that I think you are very unpleasantly circumstanced, that it does not appear to me that any service can be performed by your corps either for your reputation or for the advantage of the common (or what is usually termed the bonne) cause ; but you have this consolation, and it is no small one, that in doing your duty you do well, and deserve that the responsibility which properlyty are adverse to the war and to all resistance, and will be glad to see the King reduced to compromise on any terms, or themselves to become subject to any other Power. The probability is that he is surrounded by persons in the interest and in correspondence with his enemies. In such a state of things we can do him no permanent good; he will not follow our counsels, and our force alone is not
